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TheWeakeſt go to ibe Wall, 


OR THE 8 
Diſſenters Sacrificd 
A A 


PART IES, Sc. 


HERE are ſome People ſo 
rema rkably Unhappy in the 
World, and ſo particularly 
Stated, that what Side ſo- 

' eyer gets uppermoſt, they 
are always undermoſt; whoever wins, 
they loſe; and whoever mounts the Sad- 

de, they are ſure to hold the Stirrop. - 


a2 This 


(4) | 
| Ibis Ts to have been the Caſe of 
the Diſſenters in England, in all the ſeve- 

ral changes that have happened in the 
State from. the Reſtoration to this Day; 
and ſeeing that the Complaints which 
the Diſſenters have made of their Treat- 
ment in theie Cafes have been fo little 
regarded, it may not be amils diſtinctly 
to ſtate to rhe World, the Behaviour of 
the Diſſenters in all the faid ſeveral 
changes of publick Affairs, with re- 
fpect to the State; how they have de- 
ſerved of, and how they have been 
treated by the ſeveral Parties, as thoſe 
Parties have gotten the upper hand of 
one another; by which we ſhall ſee 
whoare in the right, viz, Whether the 
blame laid by them, the Diſſenters, on 
the Government for Mal-treating them, 
or the blame laid by the reſpective Par- 
ties on them, the Diſſenters, for being 
dangerous to the Publick, be with the 
- greater ſtrength of Reaſon and Juſtice. 


That the Diſſenters hape been loaden 
with Scandal, andreproach'd wich being 
Enemies to the Government upon all 
Occaſions, is better known than the 
Reaſon why it has been ſo. It is true, 
the reſpective Princes on the Throne, 


0 : _ have 


„ 1 | 
have been ſuppoſes to be the Principals 
in all the Afflict ions and Sufferings of 
the Diſſemers; but nothing is more 
cerizin than that, however the reigning 
Prince has been made uſe ot as the In- 
ſtrumental Caule of the Difſenters Inju- 
res, it has been the effect of meer Part 
Manat emen, as this or that fide of 
either eh or Low Church obtain'd the 
Auatini ation; fo that the King's being 
in efte*t Paſſive, tho? literally Active, 
therein, the Diſſenters have been Perſe- 
cuted er Spar'd, not as the Inclination 
01 their Princes ſtood to them, but as 
thole Princes were ated by their Mini- 
ſtry of this or that Party, | | 
It is certain, that this diſcovers an 
unhappy Truth, which it may be uſeful 
to obſerve here, viz. How much the 
Princes of this Nation have all al 
becn influenc'd by Parties, and how they 
have ſubjected themſelves tothe manage- 
ment of their Miniſtry, even to the 
Oppreſſion of their People. The En- 
quiry of this Tract ſhall be directed, 
7 To the Beha viour of the Diſſen- 
ters to either of the ſaid Parties. Se- 
condly, The Treatment of the Diſſenters 


by the ſaid Parties; and Thirdly, To 
decide theſe Queſtions. 


/ 


3 £61. | 
1. Whether the Diſſenters have been 
juſtly and friendly dealt with or not by 
either Side? 4 2 | 

2. What may be the Conſequences of 
the Methods now taking with them? 
3. What the Diſſenters ought to do 
in the preſent Conjuncture of their Af. 
fairs, and how they ought to behave to 
the preſent Parties reſpectivelß. 


What neceſſary Inferences are to be 
; drawn from theſe things, ſhall be dire&-. 
cd impartially to every Side, Party, or 
\ [Intereſt of Men among us. 

The Presbyterian Part of the Difſen. 
+ersdeclar'd themſelves early for the Mo. 
narchy, long before the Death of Crom- 
well; deteſting the Murder of the King, 

and declaring that the End of their ta- 
king Arms, was for the Defence of their 
Liberties only, and with no Deſign in 
the leaſt to dethrone the King their So- 
veraign: Much leſs to diſſolve the Go- 
vernment it ſelf, and leaſt of all, to 
take the Blood of the King, whoſe Per- 
ſon they held as Sacred, as any others 
could pretend to hold it. | 

In the Proſecution of theſe Principles, 
they made Sundry Attempts to pull 
dawn, not Oliver only, but all the Uſur- 

W | pations 


1 5 


pations of the executive Power and 
Authority Which were made before him, 
in which many of their Leaders, as well 
as Miniſters, loſt their Lives by the Hand 
of the Executioner. * 

In the Reſtauration, they had ſuch a 
leading Influence, that it has frequently 
| been acknowledg'd by the King himſelt, 
that it coutd never have been effected 
without them. | 

It would be too ſevere a Satyr on the 
Memory of King Charles II. and what the 
Native Goodncſs of his Diſpoſition does 
not deſerve; to ſay that the Treatment 
theſe People met with; in a very little 
time after his Eſtabliſhment was, from, 
or with the Conſent. of his Inclination. 
It is well known, he was a Prince, Who 
tho he had Infirmities, too many to 
mention, and which Charity leaves to 
fleep with him in his Grave, yet had 

the moſt Benign, Mild and Merciful , 
Diſpoſition imaginable, with a Soft- 
neſs and Tenderneſs which prevaiPd. 
on him to that degree, as it was often 
with great Difficulty that he could be 
brought to ſign a Warrant for the Execu- 

tion of Malefactors; and he would fre- 
quently ſay, Thar he heartily wifh't that 

Buſinels was left to the Judges, by an 
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Aof Parliament ; and that he might 


have nothing 'to do, but to ſave the 
Lives of his-People, and {pare thoſe that 


were left to his Mercy. 
Yer ſuch wa sthe Influenc of Parties, 


| ſuch the Malignancy and Ir veteracy of 


Factions and Diviſions in the Court, 
that within four Years after that Reſto- 
ration, in which the ſaid Diſſenters were 


bo Inftrumental, the Penal Laws were 


put in Execution azainlt the Diſſenters, 
divers others dayly Enacted, to reſtrain 


them not in matter of Power or Privilege 


only, but in matters meerly Religious, 
and the meer Exerciſe of worſhipping 


God, according to the Dictates of Con- 


ſcience. 
1 ſee no End of Entring into the De- 


tail of the Sufferings of the Diſſenters ori 
this Account; nor 1s it the deſign of this 
Tract, to leave any thing upon Record ſo 
much to the Reproach of the Nation, as 
this would be. The Fines, the [mpri- 
ſonments, the Scandal and Reproaches 


caſt upon the Diſſenters; theſe l ſerve 


to make good what is noted above, viz, 


that it was all brought about by the In- 


fluences of Parties and Politick Stateia 
men, for the carrying on their private 


Deſigns contrary to the Inclinacion of 
the 


(9) 
the King as he often declared; other» 
wiſe what need of all thoſe Slanders 
and Reproaches, Miſrepreſentations, and 
falſe Accuſations, Suſpitions and Surmi- 
ſes, all of them being ſo many Artifices, 


made uſe of, as the Parties prevailed to 


bring the King to comply with their 
Deſign, and to prepare the Way for the 
Projects they had laid, and make the 
Perſecution of the Piſſenters appear 
Reaſonable, 

As rhe reſpective laced of theſe Par- 
ties with the King ebb'd and flow'd, ſo 
the Favour ſhewn to the Diſſenters 
flacken'd or increaſed; but it was al- 
ways obſerv'd, That if ever the King 
aQed himſelf, the Diſſenters found their 
perſecutions abate : Not that the King 
inclin'd towards them in Religion, for 
his End ſhew*d what was his Inclination 
that way; but he being naturally of a 
Clement, kind Diſpoſition, Thoſe rather 
to be eaſie to every Body, than to puſh 
their Misfortunes, which made the old 
Duke of B —— {wear by his Maker, 
that he believ'd if the Prieſts would let 
the King alone, he would turn as Er- 
rant a Presbyterian as he was, meaning 

himſelf. | 

B > In 


(10) 
In the Proſecution of this Paper, I 
may come to let you ſee that the ſame 
Caſe ſeems to be now upon the Stage, 
and that what ever Evils the Diſſenters 
ſhall ſuffer at this time, they flow all 
from the miſerable Diſtraction of our 
Diviſions, and the Animdlities of Parties 
only with this difference, That the Dit» 
ſenters ag aforeſaid, let what Side will 
prevail, are ſure tobe Perſecuted and 
Oppreſt, whereas before, one Side only 
Perſecuted them, and the other deliver- 
ed them up to Perſecution. | 
But to return to the former Times, per- 
ſecut ion having been begun by the Hzigh- 
Church againſt the Diſſenters, andall the Me 
rit ot their Zeal; for the Reſtoration being 
forgotten, their Enemies let looſe upon 
them, andnew Laws, ſuch as the & Cere- 
1a Oath. Corporation Ad, ec. made far- 
ther to ſuppreſs them. Let us. ſee how 
their Friends, the Lom. Church, or as the 
juſt then began to be call'd the Mhigs, 
treated them. FA THEY 
Here we ſhall ſee that what ever has 
been the Pretences, and however the 
Diſſenters have endeavoured to ſerve and 
oblige either one Side or other, they 
have always been forſaken and given up. 


It 


1 
as about the time when the late 
Bf f Shaftsbary, with the Duke of 
org Ni po other Stateſmen firſt 
appeard againſt the Court Intereſt, That 
the Diſſenters had obtained ſome Recels. 
The Second Periecution as it may be 
call'd, had abated, and the Subtilty of. 
ſome Stateſmen having work'd the 
Court up to ſome. Uneaſyneſs on the 
Hig l. Church Side, the Jealouſie of Po- 
pery began to be Popular, and the Coun- 
try Party, ſo they were then cali'd, had 
obtained a Footing in the Miniftry. 
The Earl of Shafrsbary contrives the Act, 
call'd the Teſt Act, and cauſed i: to be 
brought into the Houſe, in Order to 
| keep all the Papiſts in England out of 
Places, as he afterwards did another Bull 
to Exclude them from the Houſe of Lords. 
When this Att was firſt brought up- 
on the Stage, the Court was again it it, 
that was to be expected; but the High. 
| Church oppoſed it allo which was a 
Difficulty, that the other Party knew not 
howto get over; but at lad, knowing 
the hatred they nad to the Phanaticks, , 
this cunning Statesman lays a Hoot for 
the High Church, baited with PH. 
patick, Contr:ivinz to draw them all in 
to Cloſe with the Bill, for Excluding 
5; "0-2 | the 
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(12) 
the papiſts by telling them the HghCharch) 
that this Bill. as it would exclude all the 
Papiſts in the Kingdom on one hand, ſo 
it would all Fanaticks on the the other; 
and ſo the Church men would be ſure to 
enjoy all the Honours, Truſts and Pre- 
ferments in the Nation. 

He knew this would take with the 
High Church, but how to wheedle the 
Diſſenters to ubmit to it that, he found ve. 
ry difficult; yet it muſt be done. they muſt 
not only be brought to acquieſce, but to 
court the Miſchief, and be active 1 in it 
even upon themſelves. 

This was about the Year 1672. upon 
which the famous Ieſt- Act was framed 

25. Car. II. cap. 2. whereby all Perions 
who ſhould enjoy any Place, Office, or 
Employment ot Truſt or Profit, Military 
or. Civil in the whole Kingdom, were 
obliged to take the Oaths therein ap- 
pointed, and to take the Sacrament after 
the uſage of the Church of Exgland, on 
the Penalty of 500 / beſides other in- 
capacitating and diſabling Clauſes, ſuch 
as to be dilabled to Sue 02 ule any Action, 
Bill, Plaint 02 Jnfozmation in courſe 
of Law, o2 to pzolecute any Suit in any 
Court of Equity, o2 to be Guazdtan of 
any Child, "0 Crecutor, oz 9 


(6130 OE 
toz of a erſon, o2 capable of any Le- 
gat my Gift, 02 to bear anyDifice 
within the Kingdom, ac. 2 | 

It is remarkable the Title of this Act is, 
As Att to prevent Dangers ariſing from 
Popiſh Ry ants: The Title was ſpecious, 
the Zeal of the Diſſenters againſt Popery 
was well-known, and the Bill bearing a 
Title reſpecting the Papiſts, the Diſſen- 
ters were not allarm'd at all at it, few of 
them knew the Extent of the Bill, or that 
they were any ways concern'd in it. 
When it was brought into the Houſe, 
Alderman LOVE, Member of Parlia- 
ment for the City, and a Diſſenter, ſaw 
| into the Particulars, and preſently found 
that the Diſſenters were involy'd in the 
| Penalty of the Bill; and applying himſelf - 
to my Lord Shafrsbary, he ſpoke ſeri- 
ouſly to him about it, Repreſenting that 
| the Bill was pretended to be directed 
8 againſt the Papiſts, that the Diſſenters 
being ready at all times to join with the 
Church againſt Popery, had made no op- 
poſition to the Bill, but that it was evident 
by the Tenour of this Bill, the Diſſenters 
would be equally involved in the Penalty, 
tho? not equally guilty of the Crime; 
for that Popery was judged Deſtructive 
8 to the Whole frame of the Conſtitution, 


and 
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and Papiſts werc «ircady voted Dange- 
rous to the State, whereas, the Diſſen- 
ters being Proteſtants, and already under 
the reſtraint of divers Laws, were in the 
ſame Intereſt with the Church as to their 
oppoſition to Popery, and unable any way 
to act contrary to the State Intereſt, en- 
treating his Lordſhip that if the ſaid Bill 
was aim' d at the Diſſenters, he would be 
plain with him, and let him have it from 
his own Mouth; and that then they. knew 
what Meaſures to take, and what they 
had to do; and if there was no ſuch de- 
ſign, then he beg'd of his Lordſhip, the 
Diſſenters might not be ruined per Acci- 
dent, and that Proviſion might be made 

in the Bill to except the Diſſenters, and 
prevent their falling into the Snare with 
the Papiſts, againſt whom the Bill was 
really and openly directed 

My Lord told him, That it was far 
from their Thoughts that the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters ſhould ! be involved in the Miſ- 
chief he apprehended, much leſs that 
that they ſhould be rank d with papiſts 
either in the Opinion of the Legiſlature, 
or in the penalty of the Law, and promiſed 
to take care ot it. 

But the Bill went on in the Houſe, and 


was puſh'd warmlyby the Intereſt of the 
ſaid 


(15) 
ſaid Lords; and the Country Party, ot 
having yet the Appellation of Whigs, in the 
Lower Houſe ; when Mr. LOVE afore- 
ſaid, applying to my Lord Shafrsbaury the © - 
ſecond Time, to the ſame purpoſe as be- 
fore, My Lord told him he found a ſtrong 
Oppoſition from the Court Party againſt 
the Bill, and that they had draun in a 
great many Church Men to oppoſe it; 
and Mr. Love ſays my Lord, if we ſhould 
but mention a Clauſe of Exception to them 
for the Diſſenters TE IJ, we ſhall certainly 
loſe the Bill, which being of the utmoſt Con- 
ſequence, to the Safety of the Proteſtant 
Religion againſt Popery, it would be the 
Raine of the Diſſenters and of the Church \ 
too in the End, It is very hard my Lord 1 
ſaid Mr. Love, That the Diſſenters who' are | 
Proteſtants, ſhould ſuffer under the ſame 
Predicament as Popiſh Recuſants , and that 
the Proteſt ant Religion cannot be ſecur d : 
without our Ruin : Thoſe Gentlemen, who 
your Lordſhip ſays oppoſe the Bill, are it 
ſeems Proteſtants, and ought at leaſt to have 
4s much concern for the Proteſt ant Religh- 
on as the Diſſenters; and if they will oppoſe 
the Bill, unleſs the Diſſenters are given up 
to them for a Prey, we may much better 
oppoſe the Bill to prevent our immediate 
Ruin; upon which Words Mr. Love 
took his Leave, and was retiring.» But 


— — for the firſ® Time, 
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My Lord Shaftsbary call'd him again, 
Mr. Love, ſays my Lord, I ſhall be very ſor- 


A to ſee the Diſſenters appear to oppoſe a 


Bill, againſt Popery, and eſpecially at a time 


when it is ſo abſolutely neceſſary to the pub- 


blick Good, and that without it the Pa- 
piſt Party, and the Court Party who are now 


jeyn d, will break in upon our Liberties, and 


ruine the whole Nation; ] have thought of 
an Expedient for it, which is this; i, you 
will acquieſce that this Bill may paſs, we 
will promiſe you that we will have an- 


ther Bill brought in, on purpoſe to explain 


this Act, and excepting the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, reſtrain it to the Popiſh Recuſaats, 


according to the Title. 


Mr. Love who knew the Danger, was 

unwilling; but finding they were re- 
ſolved to puſh the Bill, and conſidering 
the odium it would bring on the Diſſen- 
ters, if they ſhould cauſe ſo good a Law © 
to be thrown out : He acquieſced upon 
the folemn Engagement as aforeſaid, to 
give them a Clauſe of Qualification, 


it was called, and thus the Bill paſt, as 


for the Promiſe they never thought more 
of it. | "£25 
Thus the Diſſenters were cheated - by 


how 


1 1 
how often they have been ſo ſerv'd ſince, 
time will diſcover. * - 

This Act was no ſooner paſt, but it be- > 

gan to affect the Diſſenters, the Papiſts [| 
being but little concern'd in it, and the 
general Bent of this Act has ſince that 1 
been to ſuppreſs the Diſſenters; the Low- F 
Charch Men were the Men who brought 
it in, all the Promiſes they made to rhe 
Diſſenters were forgot, and all the At- 
tempts which have been made ſince that 
to exempt the Diſſenters from the pe- 
nalties of it have been rendred vain, and 
been principally oppoſed by the Low- 
Church Men as they are now call d, as we 
ſhajl moſt effeQuually prove in the Pro- 
ceſs of theſe Sheets; notwithſtandin 
the readineſs which the Diſſenters have 
upon all Occa ions ſhew'd to ſerve and 

| ſupport their Intereſt, 

+ Ir was not many Years after this, be- 
fote the Church of Exgland came into 
ſuch Circumſtances, as that it was very 
much in the power of the Diſſenter# to 
have requited this Ingratitude of that 
Party; and this was when King James 
came to the Crown, who having a deſign 
to bring the Papiſts into publick Truſt 
and Employment, careſs'd the Diſſenters 
with all the Art and Craft that it was poſ- 
| 8 C | ſible 


=. 
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idle to uſe, and ſhewing them the Bait, 
Li, the Repealing this Act, doubted 
not to bring the whole Body of the Diſ- 


lenters into the Snare, and by their 
help to get this Teſt- Ad, as well as the 
other Penal Laws, by which the Diſſen- 
ters had been perſecuted, Repealed. 

Iltis more to be wondred at, that any 
of the Diſſenters, conſidering how they 


had been treated, ſhould refuſe this ad- 


vantageous Offer, than that a few were 
drawn into it; the Diſſenters might very 
well have argued, That altho' it might 
be true, that this A& being repealed, 
the Papiſts would enjoy the Benefit of it, 
yet That their Duty was to recover their 
loft Liberty, and they were not to ſtand 
in their own light, and refuſe the Ad. 


vantage of ſecuring their Religious Li. 
berty , which if they omitted then, 


might never be offered again, and all 


this upon the pretence that Papiſts would 


reap the Advantage in Conjunction 
with them; That there might be other 
ways to prevent Popery coming in, with- 
out entailing a ſpiritual Bondage upon 
themſelves and their Poſterity, on a 
tence of the fear of Popery ; That 
opery was kept out before this Act was 


made, and might be afterward , That if 


not; 


2 9). 
not, it was. their indiſpenſible Duty to 
reſtore themſelves and their Families to 
the native Rights of Subjects and Chri- 
ſtians, and to leave the Iſſue to God?: Pro- 
vidench. THESE had been very juſt 
Arguments, and the Diſſenters had all 
the Reaſon in the World, had they: re- 
garded their Intereſt as Diſſenters,to have 
pleaded thus for themſelves, and have 
Toin'd with King James for the Repealing 
the ſaid perſecuting Act. 

But the Diſſenters acted from another 
principle, and laying aſide the Views of 
their private intereſt as Diſſenters, They 
conſidered themſelves as Proteſtants, and 
as Ergliſh Men, the Church party was 
then, by the ſenſe of common Danger, 
United againſt the Invaſions of a Popiſh 
Government and an Arbitrary Prince, 

Whig and Tory had been ſome years 
known indeed, but began now to be loſt, 

and the Debates run all between Liberty 
and Arbitrary Power, Proteſtant and Pa- 
piſts: The Diſſenters came into the ſenſe 
of the Common Danger, and laying 
aſide the Memory of their former ill 
Uſage, generouſly Join'd againſt the po- 
piſh King, quitted the Advantage which 
they had of Repealing that Act, and 
choſe to lye at the Mercy of the 
* e Church 


the allowance of Schools and Tutors, N 
| c 
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Church, whether High or Low, rather 


than abandon the publick Safety; and 


thus, 4 very few excepted, the whole 
body of the Diſſenters joyn'd in the In- 
vitation of the Prince of Orange, 


It is true, they Capitulated for the 
having a Legal Tolleration eſtabliſhed 
for them by Act of Parliament, which 
was afterwards perform'd by the Church 
of England Men, in the firſt of William 
and Mary, Cap. xvii. which is the Act of 
Tolleration which we now enjoy. 

The Diſſenters have been blam'd, and 
that juſtly too, That when this happy 
Treaty of Agreement was made between 
them and the Nobility, Gentry, and 
Clergy of the Church of England, for 
the Defence of the Proteſtant Religion, 
and of the Exg/iſh Liberties, they had 
not entred into the Particulars, and con- 
dition'd alſo for the preſerving them- 
ſelves from the future Incidents, which 
were ſo evident, as that they could not 
be ſaid not to foreſee them, (via.) ſuch 
as an Exemption of Proteſtant Diſſenters 
from the ſaid Sacramental Teft ; the ac- 
cepting the Affirmation of thoſe who 
Conſcienciouſly ſcrupled to take an Oath, 
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well for the common Inſſruction of their 
Children, as for preſerving the Succeſſion 
of their Miniſters, as in all ages and 
places where Treaties of Religion have 
been made, it has been the Cuſtom to 
do, Examples of which are frequent, 
ſuch as in Sileſia, France, Germany, Hun- 
garia, and the like. 

But the Diſſenters over. ſtraining their 
Generoſity, and believing that they had 
ſo far convinc'd the Church of England. 
that they were no way Dangerous to their 
Conſtitution, as might be ſeen in that 
they preferr'd the - ſafety of the ſaid 
Church of England before any private 
Advantages, which as Diſſenters, they had 
then the offer of; and believing they had 
ſo far obliged the Church, as that there 
could not poſſibly be any Civil breaches 
between them hereafter; That having 
Grant em a Tolleration by Parlia- 
ment, they could never pretend to re- 
firain them from Educating their Youth, 
and breeding up Miniſters to Preach to 
them; they left all theſe things to the 
Generoſity and Gratitude of the Church 
of England, and Contented themſelves 
with a bare Exemption from Penalties 

of Laws, which tho? for ſome time, and 
by ng uſage, it obtain'd the Name of a 


Tolle. . 


\ 
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Tolleration, yet we have lived to ſee the 
ople who Granted it, Grow ſick of the 
Grace, forget the Obligation laid upon 
them by the Diſſenters, or the Bargain 
made with the Diſſenters for Charity and 


Forbearance, and denying that Law the 


honour of being called a Tolleration, 


Take away every Privilege from the Diſ- 


ſenters which the Letter of the ſaid Tol. 
leration has not formally veſted them in, 
not regarding thoſe things which are the 


natural Conſequences of a Tolleration, 


and which, notwithſtanding they are not 
expreſs'd therein, yet the ſaid Tollera- 
tion cannot ſubſiſt without; ſuch as their 
Educating of Miniſters, without a ſuc- 
ceſſion of whom, the Tolleration is really - 
no Tollcration. - | 
Now let us view quietly the firſt ſteps 


of this grateful Treatment, by which we 


ſhall ſee the great Cauſe the Diſſenters 
have to ſee, that let them act in what Man- 
ner, or what Party they think fit, both will 
in their turn give them up, both will keep 
them under foot, both ſacrifice them upon 


every accaſion to their private or common 


Intereſt; and that therefore the Diſ- 
ſenters ought to bethink themſei ves in 


time how to take new Meaſures to act in 


a ſphere of an independaut Relation, ang 
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ſo to govern their particular Intereſts, . 
that they may as little as poſlible be 
made Tools and Properties of to carry 
on the Intereſts. either of one Party or 
another, without being better ſecur'd, 
that they ſhall not, at laſt, be the price of 
a Reconciliation of all Parties. | 
No ſooner was the Revolution com- 
pleated, and the Church of England re- 
ſtored by the influence and aſliftance of 
the Nation's deliverer, King William, but 
they who had ſo lately ſtood in need of 
the Diſſenters, and receiv'd from them 
ſo eminent Services, began to repent the 4 
Gratitude they had ſhewn them in the | 
Tolleration, and expreſſing their Difſa- 
tisfaction that they had granted ſo much, 1 
oppoſed warmly the very firſt motion = 
made for extending the Advantages of 
the Tolleration, | 
This was eminently diſcover'd.in their 
rejecting a motion made by King William 
in his Speech to the Parliament, tor the 
performing that Promiſe I juſt now men- 
tioned, to have been made by my Lord 
'Shaftsbury, (viz.) Of exempting the 
Diſſenters from the ſaid Teſt, which as 
his Majeſty declar'd, the Tolleration 
could not be effectual without; ſo he in 
that Speech thought the Nation wanted 
" 85 | | to 
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to ſtrengthen. them againſt the common 
Enemy ; this Speech was made the 16th 


of March 1688. and is as follows. 


: My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Now J have the occaſion of coming hither to 
ls this Bill, which J hope will be foz all our 
afties, J ſhall put you in Mind of one thing 


which will conduce much to our Settlement, as 
n Settlement will to the dilappointment of our 


Enemies. | | 85 
Jam, wich all the Expedition J can, filling 
. the vacancies that are in Oftices and Places 
Truſt by chis late Revolution, — 3 
J know You are ſenſible there is a neceſſity 
of ſome Law to ſettle the Maths to be taken ” 
all Perſons to be admitted co ſuch Places. 
recommend it to Your Care to make a ſpeedp 
2dvilion foꝛ it; and as J doubt not but You will 
ufficientip pzovide againſt Papiſts, lo J hope 
Pon will leave rom foz the admiſlſion cf all Pro- 
teſtants that are willing and able tu ſerve. 
This Con function in my Service, will tend to 
the better uniting You amongſt Pour ſelves, and 
the ſtrengthening Von againlt your common a. 
verlazies. 


It is hardly to be imagin'd with what 
Ill-narure and Reflections this Recom- 
mendation, however juſt in it ſelf, how- 
ever needful for the publick Good, 'and 
however proper at that time for the 


Service,of his Majeſty, was rejected even 
as if it had been an attempt made upon 


the whiote Church of England; as if = 
TIDY Teſt- 
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Teſt- Act had been made entirely and 
ſingly againſt the Diſſenters, and not 
againſt Papiſts ; and as if one had been 
equaily dangerous to the Church as the 
other. 


The King was ſurpriz'd at it, and 


wonder'd to find ſuch a Temper in the 
Churchmen, while the Sence of their 
Deliverance was yet fo freſh upon them; 
and while the Dangers they had been de- 
livered from, and the aſſiſtance the Diſ- 
ſenters had given them were, or ought 
to haye been ſo freſh in their Memories. 

But the King faw there was nothing to 
be done, and was obliged thereby to 
refuſe\the Offers which divers Diſſen- 
ters had made him, to raiſe Regiments 
for his Service, and to ſerve in Perſon 


in the War then coming on; one would 


have thought after this, the Diſſenters 
ſhould never have flatter'd themſelves 
with the hopes of any fair treatment 
from their Enemies, and ſhould have 
been very wary how they gave them- 
ſelves up any more ſor their Service; but 
we can no more avoid than foreſee our 
Fate. | r | 


* 


We ſind no attempt made in favour of | 


the Diſſenters for ſome years after this, 


burt ſeveral attempts againſt them, ſome; 
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times by High- Church, ſometimes by Low- 
Church, as their private Parties and In- 
tereſts made it neceſſary for them to 
make their Court to one another at the 
Diſſenters Expence. | 
About the latter end of the late King, 
the Church-men themſelves fell out, and 
began to divide into Hhigh-church and 
Lom, as the Whigs did afterwards into 
Old Whiz and Modern. The King died in 
the height of this breach, and the Queen 
coming to the Throne, High- Church got 
the Reins of the Adminiſtration; but 
drove ſo furiouſly, that Phaeton like, they 
ſet the whole Nation in a flame, and 
obliged her Majeſty to change Hands in 
order to purſue thoſe wiſer and more 
prudent meaſures, which her own merci- 
ful inclination, and the Council of bet- 
ter Heads dire ted her to 
The Product of this firſt Precipitation 
was, that theſe Men fall upon the Diſſen- 
ters, Jeh like, to ſhew their Zeal for the 
Lord, and to make the People of Exgland 
believe, that all the reſt of cheir proceed- 
ings were Calculated tor the Good of the 
Church of Eugland; the many extrava- 
gant things they did at that time, de- 
ſerve rather to be forgotten rhan/remem- 
bred, that "ey might make room for that 
| ; uni- 
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univerſal Charity and Peace which we 

ſtill hope ſometime or other this Nation 
may be bleſs*'d with. But Two muſt be 
mention'd for a Specimen: The one was, 
Their Addreſſing the Queen to extend 
- her Prerogative, an Addreſs we never 
ſaw a parallel of, and had not England 
been bleſt with a Queen equally con- 
cern'd for the Liberties of her People, as 
for her own Safety, Who knows how far 
it might have been extended at that 
time? The other was, The Dccoſional 
Btil,Three times brought into the Houle, 
as often Thrown out by the meer Influ- 
ence of the Court, and at laſt the Party 
thrown out that puſh'd it forward. 

Theſe Occaſional Bills were all founded 
on the Teſt⸗adt, which it was alledged 
the Diſſenters had Evaded the foice of, 
by an Hypocritical Compliance with the 
Church of England Ceremonies in Com- 
munion, at the ſame time that they pre- 
tended Conſcientiouſly to diſſent, and to 
Continue to do ſo after they had Con- 
form'd, only by way of quallification. 

In this Article of Occaſional Conformi- 

ty, the Diſſenters were at 4 rt attack d 
by High- Church, and the faint Oppoſi- 
tion of Low. Charch was ſuch, as that the 


Diſſenters were not oblig d to the Low- 
Da _ Charth 
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Church Men for the loſs of that Bill, ſo 


much as to the Obſtinacy of the High. 


Church, who depending upon their own 


ſtrength, refusd to comply with one Tri- 


AlingAmendment of the Lords, which they 
would gladly have , abated afterward, 


and fo loſt their Bill; fo that in this firſt 
Bill it was evident, that both Parties, 
the High and Low agreed in the maia 
thing, (viz.) to give them up, and that 
the Occaſional Conformity of the Diſſen- 
ters ſhould be ſuppreſt. 

In the ſecond Occaſional Bill, it was 
plain both Parties had left them again, 
had not the Queen interpoſed , and 
that the Tenderneſs of her Majeſty, 
and Her Concern to Unite the minds of 


all her People, was the foundation of all 


the Oppoſition made to the Bill, and the 
Influence which her Majeſty, and by 
her eſpecial Direction the Court: Party 
had upon the Nobility, were in a great 
meaſure Inſtrumental to prevent the 
Conſequences, and ſo the ſaid Bill was 
Thrown out. The third attempt was the 
Tack, which Untack'd the High Church 
Party, and put an end to the thing. 

In this part the late Miniſtry being 
Eſtabliſh'd, and new Hands employ'd in 
every part of the Adminiſtration, the 
ee Ee ͤ Ce whole 
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whole Lon- Church ſtrength had appear'd 
againſt the Bull, inſomuch that ic was 
made 4 meer Dr, Sacheverel to the Na- 
tion, matle the Low Party popular, and 
brought the Hacking Members into ſuch 
Contempt, that the next Houſe of Com- 
mons were of a quite differing Temper 
than the laſt. This was that famous 
Enaliſi᷑ Parliament, the laſt of that 
Name, wherein Mr. Smith was Choſen 
Speaker againſt the High- Church Party, 
who Voted for Mr. Bromely now Speaker; 
by which Parliament, the Union which - 
had been finiſhed by Treaty, and rati- 
fied in Scotland, was Paſſed and Exem- 
plified. | y 

If a Whiz Parliament may ever be 
ſuppoled to doany thing to the Eaſe and 
Relief of the Diſſenters, it might ha been 
expected from that Parliament, and this 
is the Reaſon why ſo much is ſaid of the 
Circumſtances of their Sitting ; They 
had ſo much Temper, and ſo extenfive a 
Charity, as to Ratify and Paſs the Act of 
Security for the Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland, under the Title of Eſtabliſhing the 
true Proteſtant Religion, they ſhewed all 
poſſible tenderneſs and moderation in ſe- 
veral Caſes which came before them, and 
the Diſlenters had ſo much hopes from 
= them, 
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them, that it began to be the general 
Opinion, That then was the only time 
that the Diſſenters might expect, and 


ought to get the Teſt Act Repealed. 
Some indeed diſſwaded the Attempt, 
and thought the Seaſon not ripe, and 
that it would alarm the Nation, who by 
the High Church falling in with the hint, 
would be jealous of the Church, and do 
the Diſſenteis more harm than good; but 


others more Confident, and leſs Prudent, 


were for puſhing their Fate, and put an 
Antient, Superannuated, tho' Good Man, 
upon the Attempt, who wrote a Paper 
againſt the Sacramental Teſt Addreſs'd 
to che Parliament. 

No ſooner was this Paper publiſhed, 
but the Low Church Men in the Houſe, 
whether they Were afraid of being ſu- 


 fp:Ced ro favour the Deſign, and ſhould 


2 repreſented in the Countries where 
they were choſen, as Enemies to the 
Church, and lo ſhould never be choſen 
again, or that they were really zealous. 


_ againſt giving any Relaxation to the 


Difſenters, I know not; but certain it 
was, that THEY were the firſt that re. 
ſented the Attempt, and moved the 
Houſe 'to enquire for, and puniſh the 
Author of the ſaid Paper. * 
ne 
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One would think the Diſſenters might 
have learnt to have done making Com- 
pliments of themſelves after this, either 
to one Church Party or another; but the 
meaſure of their Weakneſs, or of the 
Ingratitude of the other, was not yet 
falld up. | | 

For no ſooner was the late change 
made in the Miniſtry, and things began 
to take a new turn at Court, but the 
Diſſenters, as has always been theirFate, 
felt the weight of the Storm, and who- 
ever ſhall be Gainers, in the end of theſe 
things, we know not; but in the mean 
time it is evident, that either ſide make 
havock of the Intereſts of the Diſſenters, 
and if at any time an occaſion preſents, 
will make a Peace with one another ar 

the Diſſenters expence. py: 
Many People write warmly in favour 
of the Diſſenters, and ſhew a Zeal for 
their Advantage, who cannot effectually 
direct them in theſe difficult times; They 
are a great body of Men, but not a uni- 
ted Body, not a concetted cemented 
Body; he that is a true Friend to the 
Diſſenters, will adviſe them never to ex- 
pect any thing fromthe Quarrels of Par- 
ties, and the Heats and Feuds of the 
State, except it be to be defiroyed and 
„ de- 
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devoured, and to act between the Par- 
ties as People who have nothing.clie to 
expect. 83 
Who would have thought, but that in 
this laſt Breach at Court, the Lon- CH ch 
Men ſhould have eſpouſed the Pillenters 
as their Friends and faithful Allie, who 
had cleav'd to them in the worft of Times; 
ſtood hard and faſt by them in every Exi- - 
gence ; had voted for them in every 
Election, and without their Votes, not 
one turn in the ſeveral Changes made in 
favour of the Low-Church could have 
been carried. 
ITI be Whigs cannot ſay that ever they 
hada ſtruggle with the Tories, in which 
the ſaid Tories did not over. match them 
in Elections, but for the Intereſt of the 
Diſſenters; and that in all ſuch nice oc- 
caſions it was the Diſſenters who turn'd 
the Scale in favour of the Low-Charch : 
Can then any Man ſay, that the Diſſen- 
ters had no reaſon to expect that the Low- 
Church Men ſhould have been their 
Friends, mueh more that they ſhouid 
not have given up the Diſſenters to their 
implacable Enemies? and yet ſuch is the 
Gratitude of Parties. The firſt occaſion 
which preſented to the Low-Charch Men, 


+ wherein they thoughe heir Political 
Game 


„ 
Game required it, they ſold their Friends 
the Diſſencers, and made . a Sacrifice of 
them to their ptofeſs'd Enemy the Earl 
of N—z, | 


And yet ſuch was Heavens Juſtice in 


the Caſe, that this Sacrifice which was 
to an Idol, not to God, had the 


ſucceſs it deſervd, for they were diſap- 


pointed in their Bargain, and like the 

Infernals in Milton, being deceiv'd with 
the guilded Fruit, when they began to 
gather and eat, they ſound their Mouths 

lled with bitter Aſhes: So the Reward 
of their Treachery and Ingratitude to 
the Diſſenters, for it can bear no leſs a 
Term, was an utter diſappointment, and 


to be in the ſame ſtill or a more ſupprelsd 


' Caſe than they were in before, from 
whence it would be ſtrange if Heaven 


ſhould ever deliver them by ſuch Un- 


righteous means, or till they ſhall do 
uſtice to thoſe whom they have treated 

in that unexampled Manner. 

We are next to come to what the 

 High-Chafch will do with them : Of 

the Two theſe are the fairer, becauſe 


theſe never proſeſs d any favour to the 
Diſſenters; theſe always declar'd, That 


they thought them dangerous both to the 

Church and to the State, that the Liber- 

ty they had enjoy'd was too much ; arid 
1 * 
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that they took Liberties which were 
not granted them by Law; and there- 
fore it was ſomething rational for the 
Diſſenters to expect that whenever theſe 
Men came to a full exerciſe of Power, 
they would certainly fall upon the Diſ- 
ſenters, and reſtrain them as much as 
they u ere able. FER. 
Whether the Diſſenters have done 
well or ill in aggravating and farther 
provoking the High- Church Men, who 
they knew all along to be their impla- 
cable Ad verſaries, this I will not deter- 
mine; and if the Piſſenters had, as no 
doubt rhey were perſwaded they had 
a probability in view by the oppoſition 
which they made to the High-Church, to 
overthrow their new Schemes, if, I 
fay, they had a full Satisfaction of this, 
tho? they were miſtaken, yet I cannot 
ſay they were ſo much to blame on tat 
fide. | ; 
Bur the miſtake of the Diſſenters has 
been in their not diſtinguiſhing between 
the High- Church Party meerly as ſach, 
and the Court. Party who then govern'd, 
and who altho' they were joyn'd with 
the High- Church, that is, had taken the 
High-Church in with them for the ſup- 
port of the Changes they had 21 
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and for the ballancing the diſcontented 
People who adheret to the late Miniſtry, 
yet were 0n ſeveral Accounts obliged to 

old a Ballance between the Hrgh Church 
and the Diſſenters, to prevent on one 
hand, the ſaid High- Chur h in their too 
warm Attempts upon the Diffenters. and 
on the other hand, to reſtrain the Dif- 


ſeaters from any Encroachments upon 
the Church, and fo to hold the Reins of 


the Adminiſtration between both, as that 


the reſpeQive Parties ſhould nor have 
been able to have puſlid at one another. 
This not only was the Wiſdom of the 
Court to do, but it was abſolutely neceſla- 
ry for them to do, and it is apparent they 
have done it as long as was poſhble, till 
the Diſſenters having jo abſolutely aud ſo 
long ſtood out, and the H- Church, on 
the other hand, impatient of any longer 
reſtraint, it may be ſaid they the Minſtry 
can do it no longer. | 
This was the Only ſafe Game the Diſ- 
ſenters had to play, and this had preferv'd 
them, not that by this any thing had been 
required of the Diſſenters which had uot 
been agrecable to both their Princ pl-s 
and frequent Practiſes, andeſpecially co 
their Intereſt; and let no Man miitake 
What is here ſaid, as if I meant that che 
Diſſenters ſhould have fallen in with che 
1 r n * E 2 SN 2 Hog 
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High- Church to back the Miniſtry, no not 


in the leaſt; but I do not at the ſame time 
ſee what Call they had to fall inwith the 


Party Men of the Low-Church againſt 
the Miniſtry. 

The changes of Stateſmen and Parties 
in the Court, has always been the effect 
of the heavings and ſtrugglings of great 
Men to get into Places and Preferments; 


the Queen's Power, to name who ſhe 


thinks fit to Adminiſter her Government 
by, we cannot diſpute, and ſo long as that 


| Government is reſtrain'd and reſtricted 


within the limits of the Conſtitution, we 
may, with Juſtice toour ſelves, and Duty 
toour Country Acquieſce, nay we ought 
to do ſo. 

Had the Diſſenters nothing to hazard, 
were their Circumſtances deſperate, had 


they no Poſterity to 1 tor, no Liber- 


ties which they ow? 
' Adminiſtration topreſerve, and which by 


declaring themſelves they might run the 


to the favour of the 


—_— of loſing, more might have been 
ald 

But as it was the buſineſs of the Diſſen- 
ters ſeem d to be, by an equal Conduct, to 
have reſerv'd themſelves for t Event of 
things, to have acted as Engliſhmen, Vo- 
ted as they thought fit, and acording to 


their ( C nſcience upon all Occaſions, c care- 
fully 
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fully cheriſh'd their Religious Concerns, 


made themſelves as few Enemies as poſſi- 
le, provok*d no body willingly, never 
have been Aggreſſors in any Breaches, 
and have let their Enemies have had no 
room toſay, thatthey mingled their Reli- 
gious Concerns with the ſeveral Factions 
in the State. „ 
Had they done this, the Miniſtry had 
never had the leaſt room for, much leſs 
have heen brought to the neceſſity of let- 
ting the High- Church break in upon them, 
nor perhaps had the Miniſtry ever been in 
ſucha Circumſtance, wherein it might be 
ſaid of them that they cannot preveatir. 
But our miſtake has been, That we have 


look'd upon the Miniſtry in the State, and 


the High-Flyer in the Church, to be the 


ſame thing; it may be true, that they are 


at this time Allies, but that they are but 
one Party is a miſtake, for they have been 
often Two, and may be ſo again; Andwhy 
ſhould not the Difencers put themſelves 
in a poſture to have it be ſo again? 
The Intention of the Miniſtry to have 
eld this Ballance, if we would have ſuf- 
fer d them, was plain in that Quotation 
out of a Book called Faults on both Sides, 


quoted lately in the Flying-Poſt, Jane 3. 


and taken from the aforeſaid Book, p. 33. 
as follows. | evan” 


But 


(33) 
- © But theſe are not all the falſe and ma- 
£ licious Suggeſtions that the Junro Party 
© have invented to inflame the Minds of 
their credulous Admirers. They tell 
© them that nothing leſs is intended than 
© a total Change of Hands; all Whigs to 
be turned out of the Miniſtry, and the 
Tories to Rule all; that the Diſſenters 
muſt expect another Occaſional Confor- 
© mity Bill; nay even their precious Li- 
© berty of Conſcience will be taken away. 
* We, ſhall ſoon fee whether they have 
any Ground for ſuch Reports, or whe- 
ther they are altogether fictitious and 
© falſe. Let honeſt Men but take Notice 
*of, and remember the Perſons who 
make it their Buſineſs to talk up theſe 
© Stories in Converſation, that when they 
* ſhall ſce the Event to beotherwiſe,they 
may know who are the Tools of the 
Party, and never more ſuffer them to 
*;mpoſe upon their Credulity. In the 
© mean time, I dare aſſure them, that they 
have none of theſe things to fear; and that 
© her Majeſty is as firmly reſolved againſt 
call Extreams as they can with ; that {he 
* will bear equal Regard to Men that be- 
© have themſelves well of either Side, 
£ 2nd delire that the Names of Parties 
* and Factions may be buried in Oblivi- 
*yion, and that we may have no other 
TUE ; | Mark, 


1 
© Mark of Diſtinction among us, than 
© of Knaves from Honeſt Men; that they 
— will find ſuch of the Tories (as the 
© People ſtill call them) as ſhall be ad- 
mitted into the Miniſtry, will come into 
moderate Meaſures; and when any of 
them act otherwiſe, they will be laid 
by; and that the Ogeen has declared, 
© as a Principle ſhe will always ſtand by, 
© That ſbe will never ſuffer herſelf tobe pre- 
| * vailed upon to make the Diſſenters uneaſy 
* by any Occaſional Conformity Bill, or any 
thing like it; and that ſbe will Jnviolably 
maintain the Tolerationthey now enjoy. 
Here it is evident, that the Court profeſſes 
to begin their new Adminiſtration with a 
view to moderate Meaſures, to keep every 
thing on the ſame foot as before, and that the 
M./iniſtry deſign'd only to hold the Ballance be- 
tween the Contending Intereſts, preſerving 
the reſpettive Rights on either Side, if the 
Miniſtry are to be ſuppoſed Originally deſign- 
ing the ruine of one in favour of other 
while they made theſe declarations,they muſt 
be ſuppoſed to be All that their worſt Ene- 
mies can call them;but as there are ſome good 
Reaſons to be given to prove this was never 
their INTEREST, and that thence we may 
believe without any flattery that it was not 
their Deſign, ſo we ſee but little to prove the 
Affirmative, That they had the wicked pur- 
poſe aforeſaid from the beginning. 


. | 


8 | 

__Afthe Tories have led them on farther than. 
they. intended to go, it muſt have been becauſe 
the Tories are become more neceſſary than 
they were before, and therefore make their g 
own Advantages, 'of that Circumſtance, and | 
this muſt be from ſome Oppoſition which was | 

not Expected, and which has driven the Mi- | 
niſtry from their fir eaſures. . | | 

Whether the Diſſenters have had a any hare | 

in this or no, I will not determin, for this is 
not written to Accuſe, _ to Adviſe them; 
if they have, their Zeal may he good, but their 
Prudence will not be the better. 

They may ſee now, thar when the Tories 
fall upon them, the Low<church Men do not e- 
ſpouſe them as Diſſenters, ſome Vote againſt | 
the Bill now Depending. indeed, but they _ | 

pretend not to do it in Favour of Diſſenters, 
as a Religious Party, there they all give us up, 
but as Members of their Politiek Party, and 
this has always been the fate of the Difſen- 
ters; and will be ſo, till it pleaſes God to give 
them a rectification of judgment to Conduct 
their Affairs ſo, as may make them bear ſome 
weight in the Commonwealth, and make it 
worth while to the Parties, both to preſerve 

them, and preſerve an Intereſt with them; 
then they would be true to their on Inte- 
reſt, and have many Opportunities put into 
their Hands to make mess uſeful to 
their . which now they are n 
ol. 


bert 


